Further Resources

· Web sites:
Simon Singh’s Black Chamber:

Looks at different codes throughout history, from the Romans to the Victorians. There are coded messages that can be cracked and a frequency analysis tool.

www.iponicsbd.com/test/simon/home.html

Bletchley Park Web Site:

For information about Bletchley Park and the people who worked there. There are also a few code games.

www.bletchleypark.org.uk

Imperial War Museum:

Great information about the Enigma machine; how it worked, who cracked it and why it was so important.

www.iwm.org.uk/online/enigma/eni-intro.htm

Planet Science:

An extension of the Science Year web site. This section is all about how to become a spy, with information on everything from secret codes to how to make invisible ink.

www.planet-science.com/text_only/outhere/spy/index.html

Hieroglyphs at the British Museum:

Gives children the chance to decode the writings of the ancient Egyptians.

www.ancientegypt.co.uk/writing/home.html

· Books
There is a vast array of children’s literature about codes. Some have a historical basis; others are more like puzzle books.


Fun with Secret Writing, Geoffrey Lamb:

Explains very well a great range of codes used throughout history, and offers tips on how best to crack them. At the back, there is an activity section to test out children’s new skills. Quite challenging in places.

ISBN: 0-486-42098-1

Secret Messages, Jeff Hawtin:

A fun book that covers a range of codes. Less explanation, but more interaction, than the Lamb book. Puzzles and jokes based on each code are provided in every section. 

ISBN: 0-906212-78-2  

Cracking the Code, James Driver:

A fantastic introduction to codes and contains information about the Enigma. Explores more diverse codes, such as the DNA code, binary code, body language and maps. A reference book, rather than a puzzle book.

ISBN: 0-19-917444-X 

Code Breakers, Simon Adams:

Similar to the Driver book, but aimed at an older (teenage) audience. Looks at social codes, the Enigma, computer codes and even concludes with some quantum cryptography. Contains website addresses.

ISBN:  0-7513-3751-X

Harriet the Spy, Louise Fitzhugh: 

Written in 1964, but still a children’s favourite. Available in re-issue from most bookshops and on-line retailers.

ISBN : 0440416795

