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Correct Text 1

My Dear James,

Recent reports of disturbance to the timeline suggest that Alex Pond has used his time machine to travel back in time to Ancient Rome.  We have been extremely puzzled about his intentions, but fear that they are likely to be bad.

Tomorrow's date will be the fifteenth of March forty four BC which you will recall is better known as the Ides of March.  This date coincides with the untimely death of Julius Caesar. 

Pond was yesterday seen buying an authentic Roman toga, video camera, and travel sickness tablets.  This leads us to believe that he is planning to travel back in time, in order to witness the assassination of Julius Caesar.  We are horrified that he appears to be planning to blend in with the Roman crowd and to video tape the tragic events of that day.  What he plans to do with the tape remains a mystery, but we believe that such a tape would command a high price should it be available for sale.

Your mission is to: arrive in Rome as quickly as possible, locate your cousin, and dissuade him from his proposed cause of action.  You must ensure that you don't alter the natural course of events and that history unfolds itself as it should.  You must also ensure that the video camera and any other modern technology isn't noticed by any ancient Romans.

On completion of this mission, I expect a full and detailed report.

Good luck, there's no time like the present.

M

Correct Text 2

Dear M,

Thank you for your recent communication.  The matter sounded most urgent, so I dropped everything and jumped into the T.A.R.D.I.S.  The journey was uneventful, apart from the orbit of a quantum singularity distorting the space-time continuum, sometime in the fifth century.  Immediately after landing I used the invisibility device as recommended on the control panel.

Alex proved elusive to find.  I was surprised to see so many people in town, all extremely heavily laden and heading in the same direction.  Naturally I followed them.  Imagine my surprise when I found myself entering the Coliseum.  It turned out that entertainment in the form of Christians, gladiators, chariots, and hungry lions was on the menu.  Did you know admission was free?

I scoured the crowds looking for Alex with my enhanced vision device, but could find no sight of him.  As soon as possible I left the crowds and walked through the semi-disserted streets to the forum.  On arrival I waited in the shadows.  As I waited my patience was rewarded.  On the opposite side of the colonnade, adjusting the focus on his camera was Alex, doing a sound and vision check.  I approached him with caution.

Unfortunately not with enough caution.  Alex saw me, gathered his belongings and ran.  I followed him but, still suffering the after effects of time travel, was unable to catch him.  The last I saw of him was through the closing door of his time machine, which then disappeared, leaving behind a brochure of Hadrian’s Wall.

It is my intention to follow him there.  In order to correspond with me while there, the keyword “Emperor Hadrian” may prove useful.

Correct Text 3

My Dear James,

I was delighted to hear that you completed your mission in Ancient Rome successfully. All of us at M I five and three quarters congratulate you and wish you luck for a similar outcome this time. 

I noted your desire to use the keyword Emperor Hadrian and expect that you had no trouble at all using it to decipher this message. 

At the agency we have been wondering why Pond would want to visit the great wall of Hadrian and have made a thorough search of his desk to try and find some clues. It turns out that he has traced his family tree back to AD one two two and that a distant relative of his was employed to help build the fort at Housteads. The wall took four years to construct and was built from east to west. We are confident that Pond will aim to be in the Housteads Fort area in AD one two two and will try to make contact with his ancestor.

It is imperative that you protect the time line continuum and prevent any contact being made. In order to make the journey in your time machine more bearable you will find a copy of Alice in Wonderland in the middle drawer of the control panel. This will serve to relieve boredom, stave off the effects of motion sickness and may prove useful for the understanding of future messages. I understand your father used to read you this book.

Best wishes,

M

Correct Text 4

Dear M,

Such a lot has happened since you last wrote. I shall endeavour to bring you up to speed. You were absolutely right about Pond’s intention to make contact with his ancestor and I managed to put a stop to that. He turned out to be a bit of a rogue and tried to steal Pond’s money and keys to the time machine. I couldn’t stand by and see him suffer so I helped him out of the tricky situation. Afterwards, Pond and I shared a meal with the Legion at Housteads Fort and he became quite chatty. 

He was very disappointed to find that one of his ancestors was a minor criminal. Perhaps he will have better luck next time.

He told me that he wants to pop in to see his nephew who works at the e Learning Centre in Nottingham. Apparently it’s quite a hip and happening place with all the latest electronic wizardry. By all accounts the nephew is a clever guy and very entertaining. He has a stock of chocolate bars that students can earn. What they have to do is track down letters that are positioned about the building and then use them to make as long a word as they can. Each letter that the students find can be used just once in the word. 

Pond also has an ancestor called William Mompesson who was vicar of a village in Derbyshire, Eyam I believe. Perhaps you have heard of it? I’ll go and track Pond down there.

I hope I’ve put you on the right track to making the next message secure.

James

Correct Text 5

My Dear James,

Be very careful. I have replied with great urgency following your last communication. 

William Mompesson was indeed a young clergyman in the beautiful village of Eyam in sixteen sixty five. His name lives in history as the man who persuaded the villagers to stay in Eyam. They sealed themselves off to avoid spreading the great plague to the surrounding area. Two hundred and fifty seven people died before the plague itself died out.

James, if you feel unwell then you must start a course of antibiotics immediately. As for the time machine, it is important that you irradiate and disinfect it thoroughly before moving to another time. It is absolutely imperative that you do not take the infection to another period on the time line continuum.  The possible consequences do not bear thinking about. Of course, you must also make sure that Pond does the same. 

Our finest genealogists have been working on the Pond family. One of his ancestors crossed “The Pond” on The Mayflower and settled in America. His name was John Alden. He was about twenty one years old when he was hired to be the cooper, or barrel-maker, for the Mayflower's voyage to America.  He was given the option to stay in America, or return to England; he decided to stay. I am certain that your next adventure will take you overseas, be prepared for a rough time.

We suspect that Pond is trying to intercept our messages. Therefore plan to use a fine and very effective method of encryption to keep your next communication secure.

Best wishes,

M

Correct Text 6

Dear M,

Thanks for the advice. I headed Pond off as he approached the entrance to Eyam.  He was adamant that he was going to meet Catherine Mompesson and find out if it was true that she broke the plague siege and sent her children out of the village into safety. The family have always been very embarrassed by her actions and haven't liked to admit what she did. I passed on your advice about how to stay healthy and avoid passing on the plague to other periods on the timeline. I stressed how important it is and can only hope that he follows the instructions to the letter.

I waited by Mompesson's well on the parish boundary where food was left for villagers during the siege. I left lots of money in the vinegar bowl so there should be plenty of food for them in the weeks ahead. I can report that Pond spent considerable time with his ancestors. However, he was very quiet on his return so I don't think he received good news about the family. He did say that Catherine was not feeling too well and that he suspected that she would not survive the siege.

Pond told me that he was determined to find some good news about his distant relatives so you may well be right about his intention to visit America. I shall set the time machine controls to auto track and follow him at a discrete distance. Tell me more about John Alden-was he rich?

To read the next message you will need to employ great skill and tenacity, for many might find it indecipherable.

Au revoir,

James

Correct Text 7

Cher James

Please continue to take great care to check for symptoms of the plague and disinfect the time machine regularly. 

John Alden was born in Harwich and was related to the captain of the Mayflower. He was a cooper and was hired to work on the Mayflower for the voyage to America. He was twenty-one years old. He was given the option to stay in America or return to England and he decided to stay.

He settled in Plymouth and became an important man. In about sixteen twenty-two or sixteen twenty-three, he married Priscilla, the orphaned daughter of William and Alice Mullins.  They had their first child, Elizabeth, around sixteen twenty-four, and then had nine more children over the next twenty years.

John Alden was one of the earliest freemen in the Colony, and was elected an assistant to the governor and Plymouth Court in sixteen thirty-one. He also supervised the trading for the Colony on the Kennebec River.

Alden, and several other families, including the Standish family, founded the town of Duxbury in the sixteen thirties and moved there.  Alden served as Duxbury's deputy to the Plymouth Court throughout the sixteen forties, and served on several committees, including the Committee on Kennebec Trade, and sat on several Councils of War.  He also served as colony treasurer.   Throughout the sixteen seventies, Alden began distributing his land holdings to his surviving sons.  He died in sixteen eighty-seven at the age of eighty-nine, one of the last surviving Mayflower passengers.

I hope this information helps you identify Alden. Keep me informed of your movements.

Best wishes,

M

Correct Text 8

Dear M,

Wow. I have to share with you my amazement of what life was like in Plymouth in the year sixteen twenty. Forty one of the male adults had signed an agreement on board to stay together after they landed and work to form a community. I remember in History classes being told that this was the first plan for democratic government in America but to see it in practice and begin to understand why it was necessary is truly amazing. Wow.

Imagine a world with nowhere to go to buy food and no police force to stop people stealing. I have been truly hungry since my arrival and have had to keep my emergency rations hidden for fear of riot. Pond and I have joined the community and are both working hard to investigate the place, build shelters and establish basic systems. Our priorities have been food, water, health and worship. 

Surprisingly not many of the group really want to farm but they are keen to adventure inland and try to trade with the Native Americans. I have grown to really like these people. Alden is a bit of a bully and very stubborn but basically it his ambition to be a keyplayer in the community which Pond and I admire. 

Winter approaches and I fear for the community. There is barely enough food at the moment so plans need to be made to prevent serious hunger. Pond and I have volunteered to join a party of explorers under Alden's command who will venture inland and try to trade some possessions for food. I feel like a true pioneer! 

I shall keep you informed whenever I have an opportunity, using Wampanoag, the Native American tribe we hope to trade with.

James

Correct Text 9
Hand to your supervisor now!

Dear M,

Our famous agent, James Blond, is now lying seriously wounded and hospitalised in a military infirmary on the banks of the Mississippi river, having taken two bullets: the first hit a side of his left foot, and the second seriously penetrated his right lung, leaving him unconscious on the ground.

Our sharp shooter announced that medical assistance was necessary, and that this whole business was a total disaster.

So our on-site doctor managed to stabilise James' condition and use the T.A.R.D.I.S. to move him to a more technologically advanced time period: known as late twentieth century.

Unfortunately Alex Pond has escaped unharmed.

We are also now trying to track down Alex pond's location using invisible sophisticated tracking thingymagigs.

Now awaiting your instructions.

Correct Text 10 - Final
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